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fine person, a brave soldier, a convinced Communist,
and an indefatigable worker. Training was excel-
lent and discipline exemplary. Unfortunately
Heinz had taken the old Prussian army as his
model. In this respect, like most German officers,
he seemed to lack all understanding of the mentality
of Spaniards, or for that matter of the Dutchmen
and Scandinavians who had been incorporated in
this brigade.

At an officers' gathering a Spanish captain was
raising objections to the compulsory salute, which
compelled us to go about the streets of a small place
like Madrigueras with our fist perpetually raised to
our hat. " Comrade," replied a German lieutenant,
" take to heart the words of an old revolutionary :
if in Spain you had had from the very beginning the
discipline of our Red Front league, the Fascists
would never have reached Madrid ! " At another
gathering I was given to understand that mine was
the best company of the whole battalion, but that it
was unpleasant for the officers of other companies
that so few punishments were meted out. Even
in sexual matters the new puritanism of the Soviet
Union was imitated. Wherever the International
Brigades were garrisoned, the brothels were closed
and the word was passed on by the Communists that
" venereal disease is desertion." Our political
commissar, who was a Communist, averred that a